[A short journey through spirochetal infections].
Spirochetal infections present with a variety of clinical syndromes and epidemiologic features. Diagnosis remains challenging for the clinician because of the often protean clinical presentation and poor performance of stan-dard microbiological tests. We present 3 clinical cases, illustrating interesting or unusual features of these infections. First, we present a case of leptospirosis acquired in Switzerland after a rat bite. We then present a case of early disseminated Lyme disease with multiple erythema migrans, lymphopenia, thrombocytopenia and liver enzyme elevation. Finally, we present a case of secondary syphilis in an HIV-positive man, complicated by sensorineural deafness. For each case we highlight and discuss the specific epidemiological, clinical and therapeutic features.